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On Feb. 8, public transport workers staged a partial shut-down to protest the refusal of government
officials to negotiate demands. Dozens of taxi, bus and truck drivers most of whom are organized
into cooperatives participated in a rally outside the offices of Transportation and Construction
Minister Jaime Icabalceta to protest his "intransigency." The strikers said the minister had avoided
all contact with their representatives for the past week. The transport workers are demanding
the cancellation of authorizations for still more transport cooperatives, and the elimination of
"pirate competitors." A spokesperson for the strikers told reporters that Icabalceta is hoping to
provoke a general strike in order to justify the existence of new cooperatives "more amenable to his
interests." (Basic data from AFP, 02/08/91)
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